CHAPTER  XIV.

TO LA TRAPPE.

THE famous Catholic religious order of monks called
Trappists are established about ten miles from Algiers,
near the village of Staouelli. The monastery is known
as La Trappe de Staouelli. Candidates are allowed to enter
the monastery at the age of sixteen or eighteen, and are at
liberty to leave within three years if they find that they can-
not abide by the rules and conditions stipulated; one of which
is that they must never speak. (My fair readers will not,. I
hope, think that I am the only authority for the assertion
that a similar institution exists where the inmates are all
women.)

La-Trappe is visited on Sunday and fete days by a great
many excursionists, who ride or walk, and put up with a great
deal of inconvenience (especially the pedestrians, who are all
one color when they arrive on a hot dusty day) for the princi-
pal satisfaction of getting a very good luncheon at noon for the
, modest sum of one franc; and I am sorry to say that some of
the sly and impecunious visitors get their feast for nothing.

All visitors are looked upon, according to the traditional
method, as travellers, and the hospitable monks furnish food to
the wayfarer gratuitously, but in all monasteries there is a box
to which the guests contribute what they please. At La
Trappe one franc is -customary; and it is probable, as above